
ר  ֵ֣ צ  ֵ֣יֵ֣א  ֵַ֣אשְׁ םֵ֣מ  מ  ֵ֣ד  כְׁ ד  ֵ֣הֵ֣וְׁ ֵ֣אֵ֣ח  פ  ֵ֣א  ה׃םֵ֣י  ָֽ בּונ  יקֵ֣תְׁ  (Prov 3:13) 

Vocabulary: ֵֵ֣֣ ר  יַאשְׁ  : pl. cs. of *ֶאֶשר fortune, happiness; א צ   ;Hi. Impf., to gain, get -  ּפוק ;to find -מ 

ה בּונ   .understanding, intelligence – תְׁ

 

Pronunciation: 1) Note that the first syllable of ֵ֣  מ כְׁ הח   is a short o = qamets chatuf.  The accent 

is on the last syllable.  2) The pey of ֵ֣  פ יקי   and the bet of ה ָֽ בּונ   (are soft.  Pronounce f and v. 3 תְׁ

The accent on ה ָֽ בּונ    .is also on the last syllable תְׁ

Grammar: 1) The first word is a masc. plural construct.  Literally, it could be translated: Oh, the 

happinesses of the man.  It is “a nominal exclamation petrified in a plural construct form,” as the 

word does not appear in the singular in the Bible. [IBHS, p. 681, P. 40.2.3b] 2) Notice the 

vocalization of  ֵ֣  צ אמ   = qal, perfect, 3ms. As all the 3
rd

 alef and 3
rd

 hey verbs, the second 

consonant is vocalized with a qamets, not with a patach as in strong verbs ( ַשֵ֣ בי  ). 3) Note the use 

of the suffix conjugation (perfect) in parallel with the prefix conjugation (imperfect).  This is 

possible and it is found frequently in poetry, because of the overlap between the so-called long 

imperfect (present-future) and the ‘gnomic’ perfect which expresses a general truth.  [Waltke 

says that the suffix conjugation signifies a continuous, complete situation and the parallel prefix 

conjugation represents an ongoing and developing one.  The two conjugations are used to vary 

the style [IBHS, p. 500, P. 31.1e]. 

KEYWORDS: construct (m.pl), perfect, imperfect. 

Translation: Blessed is the one who finds wisdom, and the one who gets understanding. (Pro 3:13 ESV)  

Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth understanding. (Pro 3:13 KJV) 

How blessed is the man who finds wisdom, And the man who gains understanding. (Pro 3:13 NAS) 

Blessed is the human being who finds wisdom, the human being who obtains understanding. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Interpretation: This passage is found in a section that exalts the value of wisdom (vv. 13-26).  It 

is superior to precious minerals (vv. 14-15), and its benefits are specified in vv. 16-18a.  See the 

inclusion with 18b (blessed).  Note the first word (identical to the first word in Ps. 1:1 – a 

wisdom/didactic psalm) and the first word in Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount (the Septuagint uses 

the same Greek word [μακάριος] as in this sermon to translate ֵ֣  ר יַאשְׁ ).  Wisdom is concerned 

with our ‘happiness,” and so is Jesus, the Wisdom of God.  But note that this ‘blessedness” does 

not depend on circumstances, and it is not found by being pursued.  One has to pursue wisdom, 

holiness and a right relationship with God (see Ps. 1:1-2) to arrive to this state. 

 

Waltke: Sages reserve the laudatory exclamation (blessed) for people who experience life 

optimally, as the Creator intended.  The largest number of these 26 pronouncements has the near 

or distant future in view, but the future depends on a present relationship with God.  Note that the 

pronouncement does not confer blessing – that idea belongs to brk – but serves instead to hold up 

a human being as a model before the addressee to be envied and imitated [in my opinion – ashrei 

is the poetical equivalent of baruq] (W. Janzen).  Finds implies an aggressive search, not a 

chance happening.  He gains/obtains wisdom by a decision to accept the father’s teaching by 

faith (2:1-4; 3:1). Understanding is the pinnacle of human aspiration and the epitome of success, 

not as an end in itself, but as the means of gaining abundant life and shalom, which is replete 

with wealth and glory, pleasure and prosperity. 

 

Bridges: Who does not admire this glowing picture of happiness? The wisdom of this world can 

give no such happiness…The naturally wise man is a fool when it comes to heavenly wisdom.  

But the man of prayer gains understanding. It is the search for "the pearl of great price," more 

precious than rubies, yea, than all things that could, be desired (Matt 13: 45, 46, with Chap.23: 

28. Cf. Chap. 8: 11, 19; Job 28: 15-18.).  So the Apostle judged. So upon a trial he found it. All 

the world's show, all his former valuable "gain, he counted as dung and dross" for "the true 

wisdom"—"the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus his Lord." (Philip. iii. 4-8.) Never 

will solid happiness be known without this singleness of judgment and purpose. This inestimable 

blessing must have the throne. The waverer and the half-seeker fall short. Deter-mined 

perseverance wins the prize. (Philip. iii. 12-14.) 

 


